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Mission 

 

To improve the personal, social and academic growth of every student over time. 

 

The Superintendent’s Bulletin will be posted on the third Friday of each month and is 

available on our website. The purpose of this bulletin is to provide relevant information 

pertaining to each of our school districts across the SAU. Please read the bulletin and use it 

to remain updated on district news. 

 

 

Dear SAU 50 Parents, Guardians & Staff, 

 

I am certain that recent events at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C. have been upsetting to 

parents and staff alike. Television, radio, and social media have sent graphic details depicting the 

violence that occurred in Washington last week.  Compounding the stress and anxiety of 

navigating through the pandemic, we now face the added stress of dealing with the events at the 

Capitol. Each of us handles these stressors in different ways.  Our students will likely experience 

varying degrees of anxiety over the next several weeks.  As parents and educators, we can expect 

children to be confused or anxious as they continue to be exposed to these events.  Listed below 

are several links to valuable resources to help parents and educators navigate through these most 

recent events. 

 

Talking to Children About Violence: Tips for Parents and Teachers 
 
Resources for Teachers on the Days After the Attack on the US Capitol 
 
Talking to Kids About the Attack on the US Capitol 
 
Helping Kids Understand the Riots at the US Capitol 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://beyondthestoplight.com/2021/01/06/resources-for-teachers-on-the-days-after-the-attack-on-the-u-s-capitol/
https://www.nea.org/advocating-for-change/new-from-nea/talking-kids-about-attack-capitol
https://childmind.org/blog/helping-kids-understand-the-riots-at-the-capitol/


Deliberative Session Information 

 

Greenland School District First Session – Monday, February 1, 2021 at 6:30 PM at Greenland 

Central School (Snow Date: February 3, 2021) 

 

Rye School District First Session – Tuesday, February 2, 2021 (Likely to be postponed to 

Tuesday, June 1, 2021) 

 

What is a Deliberative Session?  

In SB2 (Senate Bill 2) town governments, such as Greenland and Rye, town and school districts 

hold annual deliberative sessions. During these sessions, voters can ask questions, speak to the 

merits of a particular warrant article and make amendments to those articles. Proposed 

amendments are voted on by those in attendance. After the wording of a warrant article is 

finalized, it will appear on the ballot at the March election. The town budget does not include 

the school budget, so each Deliberative Session is held separately. Voters have two distinct 

ballots in March.  

Who should attend?  

Any resident of the town can attend. Again, residents may make amendments to warrant 

articles during the Deliberative Session. These amendments are voted upon by all in 

attendance. For example:  

• Amendments to wording can be made as long as they don’t change the subject matter.  

• Dollar amounts within an article can be amended.  

 

Who conducts the Deliberative Session?  

It is run by the School District Moderator, an elected position. In Greenland, the Moderator is 

Attorney Dean Bouffard.  In Rye, the Moderator is resident and former School Board member, 

Michael Schwartz.  

 

Filing Dates for School District Officials  

The filing period to become a candidate for school district official begins January 20, 2021 and 

ends at 5:00 p.m. on January 29, 2021. To qualify, a candidate must be a registered voter in the 

town for which they are filing. 

 

Greenland Positions Available 

Apply at Greenland Town Offices 

- For School Board Member – two (2) open positions 

- For School District Moderator – one (1) open position  

- For School District Clerk – one (1) open position 

- For School District Treasurer – one (1) open position 



Newington Positions Available 

Apply at Newington Town Clerk’s Office  

- For School Board Member – one (1) open position  

- For School District Moderator – one (1) open position  

- For School District Clerk – one (1) open position 

- For School District Treasurer – one (1) open position     

  

New Castle Positions Available  

Apply at New Castle Town Offices  

- For School Board Member – one (1) open position 

 

Rye Positions Available  

Apply at Rye Town Offices  

- For School Board Member – one (1) open position 

- For School District Moderator – one (1) open position  

- For School District Clerk – one (1) open position 

 

STUDENT & STAFF SPOTLIGHT  

Rye Junior High School News from Principal Soucy 

 

Congratulations to Kamara Williams, Alexa Paul, and Nathaniel Lynch whose stories, Les Trois 

Lapins, Le Cochon, le Panda et le Loup, and Les Trois Reines, written in French, for the Jeunes 

Amis du Français (JAF) Creative Writing Award will be published in the spring edition of their 

official publication, L’Élan. In addition, they will be receiving a certificate and a $50 award in 

mid-February. 

 

Congratulations also to their teacher, Jennifer Bell, who encouraged Kamara, Alexa, and 

Nathaniel to use their talents in this competition. Madame Bell is to be commended for her 

contribution to the teaching of foreign languages and for her dedication to her students. It is easy 

to see that she takes great pride in their accomplishments. We are fortunate to have such a 

dedicated professional as a member of our faculty. 

 

PARENT UNIVERSITY 

 

On February 10, 2021 at 7:00 PM SAU 50 Parent University, in conjunction with SAU 52, will 

host author of Screenwise, Devorah Heitner, who will give helpful strategies for a balanced 

approach to media use in your homes, which is especially challenging during COVID. For more 

details, see the attached flyer.  

 

 

 

http://sau50.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_124221/File/Parent%20University/Parent%20U%20-%20Digital%20Natives%20final%20(2).pdf


Calendar 

01/20/2021 Rye School Board Meeting – Google Meets 5:00 PM 

02/01/2021 New Castle School Board Meeting – Google Meets 5:00 PM 

02/09/2021 Newington School Board – Google Meets  4:00 PM 

02/09/2021 New Castle Public Hearing – TBD 7:00 PM 

02/15/2021 Greenland School Board – Google Meets 6:00 PM 

02/17/2021 Rye School Board – Google Meets 5:00 PM 

03/01/2021 New Castle School Board – Google Meets 5:00 PM 

03/09/2021 Newington School Board – Google Meets  4:00 PM 

03/09/2021 New Castle Annual School District Meeting – Maude H. 

Trefethen 

7:00 PM 

Sincerely, 

 

Salvatore Petralia 

Superintendent of Schools 

SAU 50 


